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Dear readers,
	

	 Our report summarizes a week of intense external action by Brazil, marked by the 
expansion of its global projection and the advancement of strategic initiatives in trade, de-
fense, diplomacy and international governance. The leading role in the South Atlantic, the 
expansion of partnerships and the strengthening of an integrated external agenda, oriented 
to concrete results and the consolidation of multilateralism, stand out.
	 In the economic area, Brazil expanded its international insertion with new market 
openings in agribusiness, including negotiations with Cuba and Ethiopia, and expansion 
of exports to China, reinforcing the diversification of destinations and sanitary robustness. 
Foreign trade indicators maintained robust surpluses, demonstrating resilience amid an uns-
table global environment.
	 In infrastructure and energy, investments in water security, the naval industry, and 
energy transition stood out, with advances in hydrogen, offshore wind, and measures to 
mitigate the impacts of fuels, reinforcing the strategy of green transition and industrial com-
petitiveness.
	 In the fields of defense and technology, there were advances in international coo-
peration on cybersecurity, combating transnational crime, and strengthening the defense 
industrial base, with growth in sectoral exports. The CTIR certification and the expansion of 
partnerships in artificial intelligence and digital sovereignty stand out. Brazil-United States 
cooperation in the fight against transnational crime gained prominence, with articulation be-
tween the Federal Revenue Service and the U.S. Border Agency, within the scope of the MIT 
Project and the DESARMA system, aimed at sharing information on weapons and drugs.
	 On the diplomatic level, ZOPACAS was the main milestone of the period, with Brazil 
assuming its presidency after three decades. The ministerial meeting in Rio consolidated the 
South Atlantic Cooperation Strategy, reinforcing commitments to maritime security, sustaina-
ble development, and South-South integration.
	 In the National Congress, strategic foreign policy issues were advanced, including 
defense cooperation agreements, protection of sensitive data, protection of children abroad, 
and the fight against organized crime. The Senate approved nominations of ambassadors 
for strategic countries in Africa, the Caribbean, and Asia, reinforcing Brazil’s diplomatic pre-
sence.
	 In summary, the week consolidated a multifaceted external agenda, articulating eco-
nomic development, international security, technological innovation, and strengthening mul-
tilateralism as pillars of Brazil’s global performance. 

AI tools were used in the preparation of this report. All content was reviewed by humans.
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Economy and Trade Agreements 
•	 Mapa accompanies an audit by Cuba’s NPPO to assess the opening of the market to 

Brazilian fruit imports. The mission includes visits to São Paulo, the Vale do São Fran-
cisco, and Vacaria to analyze traceability and phytosanitary measures. Authorities hi-
ghlight the robustness of the national system, control, and absence of pests. The audit 
concludes with a meeting to define results and next steps, with participation from state 
technicians.

•	 The Brazilian government has concluded negotiations with Ethiopia, opening the market 
for various animal protein products, including meat, dairy, fish, inputs, and genetic ma-
terial. The measure strengthens the presence in the Horn of Africa and bilateral rela-
tions. As a result of the joint action of Mapa and MRE, agribusiness has had 574 market 
openings since 2023.

•	 Brazil expanded its presence in the Chinese market through exports of DDGS and 
poultry viscera meal following sanitary agreements. The first ship, weighing 62,000 
tons, arrived in Guangzhou. The initiatives reflect cooperation between the government 
and the productive sector and expand the export agenda. China, the main destination, 
imported US$ 55.3 billion from Brazilian agribusiness in 2025.

•	 In March 2026, exports totaled US$ 31.6 billion and imports, US$ 25.2 billion, gene-
rating a surplus of US$ 6.4 billion and a trade flow of US$ 56.8 billion. In the quarter, 
exports reached US$ 82.3 billion and imports US$ 68.2 billion, resulting in a positive 
balance of US$ 14.2 billion and a current balance of US$ 150.5 billion, with overall 
growth in total Brazilian foreign trade.

•	 Finance Minister Dario Durigan begins an international mission on April 13 to the Uni-
ted States, Spain, and Germany to strengthen Brazil’s position, with a focus on tax justi-
ce, energy transition, and multilateralism. He will participate in meetings of the IMF, the 
World Bank, and the G20, as well as in bilateral meetings and debates on democracy, 
industrial policy, and cooperation for sustainable and inclusive economic development.

•	 In 2025, the general government’s gross tax burden was 32.40% of GDP, up 0.18 p.p. 
from 2024. The advance was mainly due to higher federal revenue, with emphasis on 
IRRF, IOF, and RGPS contributions. States had a slight drop, while municipalities grew 
with ISS. The composition remained stable, with a predominance of taxes on goods 
and services in the period

https://www.gov.br/agricultura/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/missao-internacional-avanca-na-abertura-do-mercado-cubano-para-frutas-brasileiras
https://www.gov.br/agricultura/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/aberturas-de-mercado-para-o-brasil-na-etiopia
https://www.gov.br/agricultura/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/primeiras-cargas-de-ddgs-chegam-a-china-e-brasil-envia-farinha-de-visceras-de-aves-ao-pais-asiatico
https://www.gov.br/mdic/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2026/abril/brasil-bate-recorde-no-trimestre-de-exportacao-importacao-e-corrente-de-comercio
https://www.gov.br/fazenda/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2026/abril/ministro-da-fazenda-cumpre-agenda-internacional-nos-eua-e-europa-com-foco-em-reforma-tributaria-global-e-economia-verde
https://www.gov.br/fazenda/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2026/abril/carga-tributaria-bruta-do-governo-geral-atinge-32-40-do-pib-em-2025-mostra-boletim-do-tesouro-nacional
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Economy and Trade Agreements 
•	 Undersecretary Ana Paula Cavalcante participated in the Prakriti Conference in India, 

reinforcing Brazil’s role in carbon markets. The event discussed governance, Article 6 
of the Paris Agreement, and integration between regulated and voluntary markets. The 
mission highlighted opportunities, regulatory challenges, and Brazil’s potential, while 
strengthening international cooperation and attracting global strategic climate invest-
ments.

•	 The National Treasury has begun meetings with international investors in London as 
part of a two-day roadshow in Europe. The initiative seeks to present Brazil, its pu-
blic debt management strategy, economic advances, and recent reforms. The agency 
points out that there is no offer of securities; it is an informative action and can only 
support future evaluations of external funding in various global currencies.

•	 In 2025, formal domestic work in Brazil registered 1.30 million active contracts, a sli-
ght decrease compared to 2024, but with an increase in average remuneration to R$ 
2,047.92. The sector remains mostly female, with older workers and a predominance 
of high school graduates. There is a strong regional concentration in the Southeast and 
South, with wage inequalities between regions of the country still persistent.

Energy and Infrastructure
•	 The Ministry of Integration and Regional Development approved, through the Manage-

ment Committees of the Water Resources Revitalization Programs, a package totaling 
more than R$ 1.04 billion for water security and the recovery of basins across the cou-
ntry. The resources, from Eletrobras, were allocated to strategic projects in São Fran-
cisco, Parnaíba, and Furnas, expanding investments already accumulated since 2023.

•	 The Ministry of Mines and Energy participated in the International Conference on Hy-
drogen in Industry in Vienna, where it highlighted hydrogen as a development strategy 
aligned with decarbonization and industrial competitiveness. Brazil presented the Na-
tional Hydrogen Program, participated in roundtables with South Africa, and held bila-
teral meetings at the International Energy and Climate Forum.

•	 The Ministry of Mines and Energy promoted a webinar on the global panorama of of-
fshore wind power and the Brazilian potential, with the aim of supporting public policies 
for the sector. The event brought together experts and debated technical, regulatory, 
and environmental aspects. CNPE guidelines for the regulation of Law No. 15,097/2025 
and for advancing the energy transition were also presented.

https://www.gov.br/fazenda/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2026/abril/governo-investe-no-fortalecimento-global-de-mercados-de-carbono-em-evento-na-india
https://www.gov.br/fazenda/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2026/abril/tesouro-inicia-nondeal-roadshow-com-investidores-europeus
https://www.gov.br/trabalho-e-emprego/pt-br/noticias-e-conteudo/2026/abril/trabalho-domestico-formal-registra-1-3-milhao-de-vinculos-em-2025-e-avanco-na-remuneracao-media
https://www.gov.br/mdr/pt-br/noticias/comites-presididos-pelo-midr-aprovam-mais-de-r-1-bilhao-para-revitalizacao-de-bacias-hidrograficas-e-seguranca-hidrica
https://www.gov.br/mdr/pt-br/noticias/comites-presididos-pelo-midr-aprovam-mais-de-r-1-bilhao-para-revitalizacao-de-bacias-hidrograficas-e-seguranca-hidrica
https://www.gov.br/mme/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/mme-debate-o-papel-do-hidrogenio-na-industria
https://www.gov.br/mme/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/mme-debate-o-papel-do-hidrogenio-na-industria
https://www.gov.br/mme/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/mme-promove-debate-sobre-potencial-das-eolicas-offshore
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Energy and Infrastructure 
•	 The Minister of Mines and Energy presented government measures to face the interna-

tional rise in fuel prices caused by conflicts in the Middle East. The package included 
subsidies for diesel and cooking gas, regulatory actions, and reinforcement of ANP ins-
pections. The initiatives sought to protect the consumer, guarantee supply, and reduce 
inflationary impacts in the country.

•	 The Merchant Marine Fund approved R$ 136.9 million in investments for the naval 
industry in the Northeast, aimed at the construction of cargo vessels in Bahia. The pro-
jects should generate jobs and expand regional logistics capacity. The initiative stren-
gthened the naval sector, boosted economic development, and integrated the federal 
strategy to modernize maritime transport infrastructure.

•	 Direct flights between Recife and Praia, in Cape Verde, began on May 7, operated by 
Cabo Verde Airlines, with two weekly frequencies. The new route expanded Brazil’s 
connectivity with Africa, strengthening tourism and trade. The operation was part of 
the international air network’s expansion strategy and consolidated Recife Airport as a 
regional hub.

Technology and Defense 
•	 On April 8 and 9, the Office of Institutional Security of the Presidency of the Republic 

participated in the 26th Meeting of CICTE/OAS in Panama. Brazil was part of an inter-
ministerial delegation and presented actions to combat the financing of terrorism and 
weapons of mass destruction, reinforcing hemispheric cooperation, multilateralism, and 
prevention of international financial crimes.

•	 Last Wednesday (8), the Institutional Security Office of the Presidency of the Republic 
hosted representatives of the National Institute for Space Research for a meeting on 
space weather and its impacts on critical infrastructure. Data from the Embrace Pro-
gram were presented, and potential areas of cooperation were discussed. The meeting 
addressed Brazil’s vulnerabilities and the strengthening of interagency coordination in 
national security.

•	 On March 20, 2026, the CTIR.Gov received certification of compliance from the OAS 
and the Open CSIRT Foundation, attesting to adherence to the SIM3 CSIRTAmericas 
Baseline standard. The assessment recognized its capability in responding to cyber 
incidents. With this, the GSI center became part of the CSIRTAmericas network, being 
the fourth country in the region to obtain certification.

https://www.gov.br/mme/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/silveira-detalha-medidas-do-governo-do-brasil-para-conter-impacto-da-guerra-nos-combustiveis
https://www.gov.br/portos-e-aeroportos/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2026/03-1/fundo-da-marinha-mercante-aprova-r-136-9-milhoes-para-alavancar-industria-naval-no-nordestehttps://www.gov.br/portos-e-aeroportos/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2026/03-1/fundo-da-marinha-mercante-aprova-r-136-9-milhoes-para-alavancar-industria-naval-no-nordeste
https://www.gov.br/portos-e-aeroportos/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2026/03-1/novos-voos-entre-brasil-e-cabo-verde-comecam-em-maio-partindo-de-recife
https://www.gov.br/gsi/pt-br/centrais-de-conteudo/noticias/2026/gsi-pr-participa-da-26a-reuniao-ordinaria-do-cicte-oea
https://www.gov.br/gsi/pt-br/centrais-de-conteudo/noticias/2026/gsi-pr-recebe-direcao-do-instituto-nacional-de-pesquisas-espaciais-inpe
https://www.gov.br/gsi/pt-br/centrais-de-conteudo/noticias/2026/oea-certifica-equipe-brasileira-de-resposta-a-incidentes-ciberneticos
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Technology and Defense
•	 The Ministry of Science, Technology, and Innovation signed a protocol with Serpro 

and iFlytek to boost the development of artificial intelligence in Brazil. The initiative 
provides for research, training, and technological infrastructure, including solutions in 
Portuguese, cybersecurity, and cloud. The agreement strengthened digital sovereignty, 
innovation, and Brazil-China cooperation in digital transformation and public services.

•	 The Minister of Communications said, at the opening of the Digital Future Seminar, that 
Brazil can become a major global hub for processing and storing data for artificial in-
telligence. He highlighted digital sovereignty, the development of Portuguese-language 
models, and infrastructure expansion through investments in connectivity, 5G, and data 
centers. The Minister of Management emphasized the government’s digitalization.

•	 The Brazilian defense industry recorded US$ 1.02 billion in authorized exports in the 
first quarter of 2026, surpassing the same period in 2025 and maintaining a record 
growth trajectory. The sector had already increased sales in recent years and exports 
to 148 countries. The performance reflects government actions to promote trade and 
strengthen the defense industrial base.

•	 Brazil assumed the presidency of ZOPACAS after three decades at a ministerial mee-
ting in Rio de Janeiro. The meeting brought together countries from the South Atlantic 
to strengthen regional cooperation in security, defense, and sustainable development. 
Joint actions, naval exercises, training, and environmental protection were discussed, 
culminating in the Rio Declaration and the expansion of multilateral integration.

•	 The Ministry of Defense signed memorandums of understanding with companies linked 
to the Armed Forces to increase legal certainty and promote the export of defense pro-
ducts through the government-to-government model. The agreements, signed at FIDE 
in Chile, strengthen the Defense Industrial Base, expand international cooperation, and 
seek to facilitate negotiations and access to strategic global markets.

•	 The Government of Brazil has announced cooperation between the Federal Revenue 
Service and the U.S. Border Agency to combat transnational crime through the MIT 
Project. The initiative integrates intelligence and joint operations, including the DESAR-
MA system, which allows real-time sharing of data on weapons and drugs, strengthe-
ning tracking, seizures, and the fight against illicit networks.

https://www.gov.br/mcti/pt-br/acompanhe-o-mcti/noticias/2026/04/mcti-firma-parceria-com-serpro-e-empresa-chinesa-para-desenvolvimento-de-inteligencia-artificial-no-brasil
https://www.gov.br/mcom/pt-br/noticias/2026/abril/201co-brasil-sera-um-grande-hub-de-tecnologia-de-processamento-e-de-armazenamento-de-dados201d-diz-ministro-das-comunicacoes
https://www.gov.br/defesa/pt-br/centrais-de-conteudo/noticias/defesa-registra-us-1-bilhao-em-exportacoes-no-1o-trimestre-mais-do-que-o-dobro-de-2025
https://www.gov.br/defesa/pt-br/centrais-de-conteudo/noticias/201ce-preciso-estarmos-juntos-as-duas-bordas-do-atlantico-sul-no-fortalecimento-de-uma-ordem-internacional-multilateral201d-diz-jose-mucio
https://www.gov.br/defesa/pt-br/centrais-de-conteudo/noticias/defesa-registra-us-1-bilhao-em-exportacoes-no-1o-trimestre-mais-do-que-o-dobro-de-2025
https://www.gov.br/fazenda/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2026/abril/brasil-e-estados-unidos-fortalecem-cooperacao-estrategica-no-combate-ao-trafico-internacional-de-armas-e-drogas
https://www.gov.br/fazenda/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2026/abril/brasil-e-estados-unidos-fortalecem-cooperacao-estrategica-no-combate-ao-trafico-internacional-de-armas-e-drogas
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Human Rights  
•	 Mossoró (RN) will receive the first rural agroecological collective laundry in Brazil, in the 

Mulugunzinho settlement, benefiting 80 families. The MDA project, with support from 
the Ministry of Women, integrates sustainable technologies, female autonomy, and co-
existence with the semi-arid region. Productive backyards, land titles, solar wells, and 
investment in a seedling nursery for local environmental recovery will also be delivered.

•	 Brazil now adopts the first national protocol to investigate crimes against journalists and 
communicators, formalized at the Planalto Palace. The measure creates a standard for 
the Public Security System, with a focus on prevention, investigation, and protection 
of victims. Prepared with civil society entities, it reinforces freedom of the press and 
includes a contest in honor of Dom Phillips and Bruno Pereira.

•	 President Lula sanctioned three bills to strengthen the fight against violence against 
women in a ceremony at the Planalto Palace. The measures include the immediate use 
of an electronic ankle bracelet on aggressors, expansion of protective measures, and 
creation of a heinous crime for the murder of family members as a form of punishment. 
The Day to Combat Violence against Indigenous Women was also instituted.

Tourism and Culture
•	 The Concert of the Brazil-China Cultural Year 2026, held in Brasilia, marked the launch 

of the Chinese cultural program in Brazil, bringing together authorities and the sym-
phony orchestras of China, as well as the Claudio Santoro National Theater. The event 
symbolized the exchange between the countries, reinforcing culture as a strategic axis 
of bilateral cooperation, with presentations of Brazilian and Chinese repertoires and 
programming throughout 2026.

•	 The Brazilian women’s national team debuted in the FIFA Series 2026, the first edi-
tion focused on women’s football, in Cuiabá. The team had Kerolin in the spotlight, an 
athlete from the Athlete Scholarship, in good form at Manchester City. Among those 
summoned, most were beneficiaries of the program. Brazil faced South Korea, Zambia, 
and Canada in a tournament that helped grow the sport.

•	 Brazil participated in the World Team Walking Championships in Brasilia, in an unpre-
cedented and strategic event for the Olympic cycle towards 2028. The delegation had a 
strong presence of athletes supported by the Athlete Grant, including prominent names 
such as Caio Bonfim. The World Cup reinforced public investments, talent develop-
ment, and the country’s consolidation in high-performance sports.

https://www.gov.br/mda/pt-br/noticias/2026/04/primeira-lavanderia-coletiva-da-america-latina-sera-inaugurada-em-assentamento-de-mossoro-rn
https://www.gov.br/secom/pt-br/acompanhe-a-secom/noticias/2026/04/governo-cria-protocolo-nacional-para-investigar-crimes-contra-jornalistas-e-reforca-protecao-a-liberdade-de-imprensa
https://www.gov.br/sri/pt-br/presidente-lula-sanciona-leis-que-ampliam-protecao-das-mulheres
https://www.gov.br/sri/pt-br/presidente-lula-sanciona-leis-que-ampliam-protecao-das-mulheres
https://www.gov.br/cultura/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/concerto-do-ano-cultural-brasil-china-marca-inicio-da-programacao-chinesa-no-pais
https://www.gov.br/esporte/pt-br/noticias-e-conteudos/esporte/brasil-estreia-no-fifa-series-2026-com-destaque-para-a-atacante-kerolin-e-15-beneficiarias-do-bolsa-atleta
https://www.gov.br/esporte/pt-br/noticias-e-conteudos/esporte/brasilia-recebe-mundial-de-marcha-atletica-com-protagonismo-de-beneficiarios-do-bolsa-atleta-na-selecao-brasileira
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Tourism and Culture 	
•	 The June festivities were already moving the Brazilian Northeast, with cities such as 

Caruaru, Campina Grande, Petrolina, and Maracanaú preparing great cultural and tou-
rist programs. Considered the “second carnival in Brazil”, they boosted the economy, 
tourism, and job creation. In 2025, they moved billions of dollars, reinforcing their eco-
nomic and cultural importance.

•	 Brazilian tourism registered a 68,111 increase in formal jobs over one year, reaching 
2.39 million workers in February 2026. The sector accounted for about 5% of the natio-
nal workforce and remained an important source of income. Growth was mainly driven 
by food and land transportation, linked to domestic and regional tourism.

•	 The Secretariat for the Promotion and Incentive of Culture held the 369th meeting of 
the CNIC, approving 481 cultural projects under the Rouanet Law and authorizing R$ 
702 million in funding via tax incentives. The initiatives include social inclusion actions, 
artistic training, traveling theater and cultural festivals, strengthening access to culture 
and the development of the sector in Brazil.

International Cooperation 
•	 Ibict was approved in the Capes Global notice, integrating an international network of 

academic cooperation with several Brazilian universities. The program funds scholar-
ships, missions, and scientific exchange. The initiative strengthens the internationali-
zation of research and highlights the Global South as a strategic priority, expanding the 
international insertion of graduate studies and promoting sustainable scientific develo-
pment in the coming years.

•	 Minister Wellington Dias met with the Norwegian ambassador to strengthen coopera-
tion in food security and the fight against hunger. The meeting highlighted support for 
the Global Alliance Against Hunger, protection of the Amazon, and energy transition. 
The partnership seeks to mobilize resources, expand technical cooperation, and pro-
mote sustainable food systems, integrating social, climate, and sustainable develop-
ment agendas.

•	 MEC participated in an FAO meeting in Panama on sustainable food systems, highli-
ghting the PNAE as a global reference. The meeting promoted regional cooperation, 
integration between nutrition, climate, and agriculture, and the strengthening of public 
policies. Brazil emphasized the role of education in transforming food systems and 
supporting family farming, driving sustainable development and regional food security.

https://www.gov.br/turismo/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/segundo-carnaval-do-brasil2019-festas-juninas-ja-movimentam-economia-e-impulsionam-o-turismo-no-nordeste
https://www.gov.br/turismo/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/turismo-registra-aumento-de-68-mil-empregos-e-atinge-a-marca-de-2-32-milhoes-de-trabalhadores-no-pais
https://www.gov.br/secom/pt-br/acompanhe-a-secom/noticias/2026/04/governo-do-brasil-aprova-a-captacao-de-r-702-milhoes-em-incentivos-fiscais-para-481-projetos-culturais
https://www.gov.br/mcti/pt-br/acompanhe-o-mcti/noticias/2026/04/ibict-unidade-vinculada-ao-mcti-integra-rede-internacional-aprovada-no-capes-global
https://www.gov.br/mds/pt-br/noticias-e-conteudos/desenvolvimento-social/noticias-desenvolvimento-social/brasil-e-noruega-buscam-fortalecer-parceria-na-promocao-da-seguranca-alimentar
https://www.gov.br/mec/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2026/abril/mec-apresenta-pnae-em-reuniao-sobre-sistemas-alimentares
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International Cooperation 
•	 The Ministry of Education and ACTO have begun reactivating the Amazon Education 

Commission (CEEDA) to define educational strategies tailored to the region. The ini-
tiative seeks to strengthen cooperation between Amazonian countries and integrate 
education with sustainable development. In addition, it is aligned with recent regional 
commitments, reinforcing education as a central axis of Amazonian governance.

•	 MGI presented initiatives such as ProPEN and MobGov at a World Bank forum to 
modernize public management. The event highlighted federative cooperation, digitali-
zation, and administrative efficiency. Programs expand services, integration, and data 
use. Advances in public procurement and government mobility were also discussed, 
reinforcing innovation, transparency, and improvement in the provision of public servi-
ces to the Brazilian population.

•	 The Brazil-UK international forum brought together authorities and experts to discuss 
expanding body camera use in public security. The meeting highlighted the need for na-
tional coordination, standardization, and technical exchange. The cooperation seeks to 
increase transparency, protect agents, and qualify services, despite institutional chal-
lenges, internal resistance, and structural differences between the Brazilian and British 
models, which require continuous adaptation of public security policies.

•	 Brazil and Mexico signed a memorandum for cooperation in health, strengthening 
public systems and expanding access to services, technologies, and medicines. The 
agreement includes innovation, vaccines, surveillance, professional training, and phar-
maceutical assistance. It provides for the exchange of experiences, the creation of a 
bilateral committee, and joint actions to face diseases, promote equity, and develop 
national capacities in public health and technological production.

•	 Brazil and California have advanced cooperation on health and climate, integrating 
public policies and climate adaptation. The dialogue includes surveillance, emergency 
response, air quality, and disease. Brazil highlighted AdaptaSUS and previous expe-
riences, while both parties seek to strengthen resilience, innovation, and the protection 
of vulnerable populations, and to expand international action and sustainable joint so-
lutions in public health.

•	 The Council has expanded its international activities to strengthen civil society’s parti-
cipation in public decision-making. He participated in forums with the European Union 
and AICESIS, debating topics including global governance, the economy, and climate 
change. Its work seeks to promote dialogue, build consensus, and increase the de-
mocratic legitimacy of Brazilian foreign policies, without replacing the country’s official 
diplomacy.

https://www.gov.br/mec/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2026/abril/mec-discute-reativacao-de-comissao-de-educacao-da-amazonia
https://www.gov.br/gestao/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2026/abril/iniciativas-inovadoras-desenvolvidas-pelo-mgi-sao-destaque-no-3o-forum-do-progestao-do-banco-mundial
https://www.gov.br/mj/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/brasil-e-reino-unido-discutem-politicas-de-cameras-corporais-em-forum-internacional-1
https://www.gov.br/saude/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2026/abril/brasil-e-mexico-firmam-acordo-estrategico-para-cooperacao-em-saude-inovacao-e-acesso
https://www.gov.br/saude/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2026/abril/brasil-e-california-avancam-em-cooperacao-estrategica-para-integrar-saude-e-clima
https://www.gov.br/sri/pt-br/conselhao-participa-de-agendas-no-exterior-e-amplia-lacos-com-sociedade-civil-internacional


A g e n d a

10

2026

International Cooperation 
•	 The IX Ministerial Meeting of ZOPACAS marked the launch of a new cooperation stra-

tegy between 24 countries of the South Atlantic, focused on maritime security, envi-
ronment, and sustainable development. Brazil assumed the presidency of the group 
for three years, reinforcing South-South cooperation, regional dialogue, and the imple-
mentation of technical projects to promote a safer, more integrated, and sustainable 
ocean.

Environment and Sustainability 
•	 An event in São Paulo de Olivença (AM) promoted sustainable innovation in the Triple 

Border of Alto Solimões, bringing together communities and institutions. A member of 
the Integrated Border Program and the BioRegio strategy, she encouraged bioeconomy, 
training, and entrepreneurship. The initiative strengthens the regional ecosystem, ge-
nerates incubator projects and expands local economic opportunities, articulates public 
and private partnerships, and promotes inclusive regional sustainable development.

Diplomacy 
•	 The Rio de Janeiro Cooperation Strategy, adopted at the IX Ministerial Meeting of ZO-

PACAS, establishes non-binding guidelines for regional cooperation. It defines areas, 
thematic blocks, and voluntary actions in ocean governance, maritime security, and 
sustainable development. It provides for coordination between countries, monitoring of 
results, and search for financing, aiming to strengthen capacities, integration, and joint 
responses to the challenges of the South Atlantic.

•	 It was reaffirmed by the governments of the South Atlantic States that there is a com-
mitment to sustainable development, environmental protection, and regional coopera-
tion, with peace, sovereignty, democracy, and shared historical ties being highlighted. 
The importance of international law, particularly the Convention on the Law of the Sea 
and environmental agreements, was recognized. Commitments were made to the pre-
servation of marine biodiversity, the prevention of pollution, and the promotion of the 
sustainable use of resources. Measures related to cooperation, scientific exchange, 
capacity building, and ocean governance were established, ensuring responsible sove-
reign exploitation and the protection of fragile ecosystems. Mechanisms for monitoring, 
reporting, and responding to environmental damage were included, and regional inte-
gration and joint action were strengthened to address maritime, climate, and security 
challenges in the South Atlantic, while promoting collective well-being.

https://www.gov.br/abc/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/estrategia-de-cooperacao-adotada-durante-reuniao-ministerial-da-zopacas-no-rio-de-janeiro
https://www.gov.br/mdr/pt-br/noticias/midr-promove-desafio-de-inovacao-para-impulsionar-desenvolvimento-na-amazonia-de-fronteira
https://www.gov.br/mdr/pt-br/noticias/midr-promove-desafio-de-inovacao-para-impulsionar-desenvolvimento-na-amazonia-de-fronteira
https://www.gov.br/mre/pt-br/canais_atendimento/imprensa/notas-a-imprensa/estrategia-de-cooperacao-do-rio-de-janeiro
https://www.gov.br/mre/pt-br/canais_atendimento/imprensa/notas-a-imprensa/estrategia-de-cooperacao-do-rio-de-janeiro
https://www.gov.br/mre/pt-br/canais_atendimento/imprensa/notas-a-imprensa/convencao-para-a-protecao-do-meio-ambiente-marinho-no-atlantico-sul
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Diplomacy 
•	 It was reaffirmed by the Ministers of the ZOPACAS States, meeting in Rio in 2026, that 

there is a commitment to peace, cooperation, multilateralism, and international law, 
with emphasis placed on the historical ties between Africa and South America and the 
potential for integration. Furthermore, the South Atlantic was defended as a region free 
of nuclear weapons, external tensions, and militarization. In addition, efforts to streng-
then disarmament, maritime security, the combat against crime, and the peaceful reso-
lution of disputes were reinforced. Moreover, sustainable development, environmental 
protection, the ocean economy, scientific cooperation, trade, connectivity, and social 
inclusion were promoted, with value given to fisheries, data, innovation, and regional 
governance. Finally, partnerships, investments, and exchanges among member coun-
tries of the Zone were expanded on an ongoing basis.

•	 The Brazilian government condemned Israeli attacks in Lebanon that struck wide are-
as, leaving 254 dead and 1,165 wounded, according to local authorities. The offensive 
followed the announcement of a ceasefire and threatened a new regional escalation. 
Brazil reaffirmed its support for Lebanese sovereignty, called for the immediate sus-
pension of military actions, the withdrawal of forces, and compliance with UN Security 
Council Resolution 1701.

•	 The Brazilian government welcomed the April 7 ceasefire announcement in the context 
of the Middle East conflict. It expressed satisfaction with the prospect of negotiations 
toward a comprehensive peace agreement. It urged the parties to avoid military or rhe-
torical actions to reduce tensions. It also emphasized the need to extend the ceasefire 
to Lebanon, amid a severe humanitarian crisis with deaths and forced displacement in 
the region.

•	 The IX Ministerial Meeting of ZOPACAS took place in Rio (8–9/4), bringing together 
24 countries from Africa and South America. Brazil assumes the presidency for three 
years, succeeding Cape Verde. The meeting marked 40 years of the initiative and 
should approve the Rio Declaration, the Cooperation Strategy, and the Environmental 
Convention, reinforcing the commitment to peace, security, sustainability, and regional 
integration.

•	 The Brazilian government has concluded negotiations to export pepper seeds to Peru 
and corn DDG to the Philippines, expanding agribusiness markets. In 2025, Peru im-
ported US$ 729 million and the Philippines US$ 1.8 billion in Brazilian products. The 
new openings bring the total number of markets to 557 since 2023, the result of joint 
action by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Mapa.

https://www.gov.br/mre/pt-br/canais_atendimento/imprensa/notas-a-imprensa/declaracao-do-rio-de-janeiro-9-de-abril-de-206
https://www.gov.br/mre/pt-br/canais_atendimento/imprensa/notas-a-imprensa/cessar-fogo-no-oriente-medio-1
https://www.gov.br/mre/pt-br/canais_atendimento/imprensa/notas-a-imprensa/cessar-fogo-no-oriente-medio-1
https://www.gov.br/mre/pt-br/canais_atendimento/imprensa/notas-a-imprensa/ix-reuniao-ministerial-da-zona-de-paz-e-cooperacao-do-atlantico-sul-zopacas-rio-de-janeiro-8-e-9-de-abril-de-2026
https://www.gov.br/mre/pt-br/canais_atendimento/imprensa/notas-a-imprensa/abertura-de-mercado-para-o-brasil-no-peru-e-nas-filipinas-nota-conjunta-mre-mapa
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National Congress 
•	 The Foreign Affairs Committee of the Chamber of Deputies approved a proposal that 

classifies PCC and CV, as well as Latin American groups, as terrorist organizations, 
changing current laws. The expanded text provides for the blocking of assets and re-
flects concern about transnational connections. However, it will still be analyzed by the 
Constitution and Justice Commission and needs final approval from Congress.

•	 The House Foreign Affairs Committee approved the Brazil-Mauritania Agreement on 
the exchange and protection of classified information, strengthening defense coopera-
tion. The text creates a legal basis for the security of sensitive data and reflects bilateral 
advances since 2012. In addition, it highlights potential for commercial and technologi-
cal expansion. The agreement still depends on final approval by the National Congress.

•	 The House committees approved a parliamentary mission to Venezuela to discuss tra-
de, energy, and cooperation in the Amazon, with a view to strengthening bilateral rela-
tions. In addition, requests ask for clarification on labor complaints at BYD and possible 
smuggling of Haitian migrants. The initiative seeks to expand institutional dialogue, 
ensure energy security, and investigate irregularities, keeping a focus on Brazilian na-
tional and regional strategic interests.

•	 The Foreign Relations Committee approved a bill that protects the rights of Brazilian 
children abroad, guaranteeing their nationality and a safe return to their families. The 
proposal seeks to prevent improper adoptions and reinforce consular assistance. In 
addition, the treaty against enforced disappearances was recognized, strengthening 
Brazil’s international commitments to the protection of human rights and fundamental 
guarantees.

•	 The Foreign Relations Committee approved an amendment to the Brazil-France agre-
ement that modernizes criminal cooperation through joint investigations and greater 
intelligence sharing. In addition, it approved a bill that classifies Venezuelan groups 
as terrorists and a proposal that suspends rules on controlled products. The measures 
strengthen security, international cooperation, and the fight against transnational orga-
nized crime.

•	 The Senate approved the nominations of five ambassadors to Barbados, South Korea, 
Jamaica, Namibia, and Togo, following hearings in the Foreign Relations Committee. 
The decision fulfills the constitutional prerogative of the House to analyze heads of di-
plomatic missions. Another 13 nominations will still be voted on in the next deliberative 
session, scheduled for Tuesday.

https://www.camara.leg.br/noticias/1262111-comissao-aprova-projeto-que-classifica-pcc-e-cv
https://www2.camara.leg.br/atividade-legislativa/comissoes/comissoes-permanentes/credn/noticias/aprovado-na-credn-o-acordo-brasil-mauritania-sobre-informacoes-classificadas
https://www2.camara.leg.br/atividade-legislativa/comissoes/comissoes-permanentes/credn/noticias/credn-e-minas-e-energia-realizarao-missao-parlamentar-a-venezuela
https://www2.camara.leg.br/atividade-legislativa/comissoes/comissoes-permanentes/credn/noticias/aprovado-o-pl-sobre-protecao-dos-direitos-humanos-de-criancas-e-adolescentes-brasileiras-interfronteiras
https://www2.camara.leg.br/atividade-legislativa/comissoes/comissoes-permanentes/credn/noticias/aprovado-o-pl-sobre-protecao-dos-direitos-humanos-de-criancas-e-adolescentes-brasileiras-interfronteiras
https://www2.camara.leg.br/atividade-legislativa/comissoes/comissoes-permanentes/credn/noticias/credn-aprova-a-atualizacao-do-acordo-de-cooperacao-juridica-brasil-franca
https://www12.senado.leg.br/noticias/materias/2026/04/08/senado-aprova-indicacao-de-cinco-embaixadores-para-postos-no-exterior
https://www12.senado.leg.br/noticias/materias/2026/04/08/senado-aprova-indicacao-de-cinco-embaixadores-para-postos-no-exterior
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National Congress 
•	 The Senate unanimously approved the nomination of Pedro de Castro da Cunha e 

Menezes as Brazil’s ambassador to Namibia. An experienced diplomat, he worked in 
several countries and at ICMBio. Bilateral relations include technical, naval, and edu-
cational cooperation. In 2024, trade totaled US$ 11.2 million, reflecting potential for 
economic and strategic expansion.

•	 The Senate approved the nomination of diplomat Márcia Donner Abreu to head the 
Brazilian embassy in Barbados, with jurisdiction also over Antigua and Barbuda and 
Saint Kitts and Nevis. With extensive experience, she has been an ambassador to Ka-
zakhstan and South Korea. Approved after a hearing in the CRE, it received 40 favora-
ble votes and one abstention.

•	 The Senate approved the nomination of diplomat Manuel Montenegro Lopes da Cruz 
as Brazil’s ambassador to Jamaica, with 43 votes in favor. Experienced in international 
relations, he has worked in countries and areas such as technology and combating 
illicit activities. He defended expanding humanitarian aid after the hurricane, seeking 
to strengthen bilateral relations and expand Brazilian exports to the Caribbean country, 
and promote future sustainable economic cooperation.

•	 The Senate unanimously approved the nomination of diplomat Luís Ivaldo Villafañe Go-
mes Santos as Brazil’s ambassador to Togo. With extensive international experience, 
he has worked in Africa, Europe, and the United States. During the debate, he highligh-
ted the priority of cooperation in science education and sustainable energy, aiming to 
strengthen bilateral relations and support Togolese development.

•	 The Senate confirmed, on April 8, the nomination of diplomat Fernando Meirelles de 
Azevedo Pimentel to head Brazil’s embassy in South Korea, with 43 votes in favor, 
three against, and one abstention. An economist from USP, he joined the foreign ser-
vice in 1996, served in Washington, New Delhi, and Asunción, and since 2022 had led 
the Trade Policy Department at Brazil’s Foreign Ministry.

•	 The Senate approved an agreement to restructure Mozambique’s debt with Brazil, 
amounting to US$ 143 million, stemming from previous contracts and a default since 
2017. The new arrangement establishes an initial payment of US$ 6.7 million, followed 
by 10 semiannual installments, with interest at 3.6% per year, to settle bilateral financial 
commitments between the two countries.

•	 The Senate ratified a Mercosur agreement that standardizes rules for international con-
sumer contracts, strengthening consumer rights. The treaty allows the choice of the 
most favorable law and provides for the application of the consumer’s country’s legisla-
tion to services such as tourism. In addition, it requires transparency in online contracts, 
promoting greater legal certainty, regional integration, and stimulating e-commerce and 
digital services.

https://www12.senado.leg.br/noticias/materias/2026/04/08/plenario-aprova-novo-embaixador-do-brasil-na-namibia
https://www12.senado.leg.br/noticias/materias/2026/04/08/plenario-confirma-indicada-para-embaixada-em-barbados
https://www12.senado.leg.br/noticias/materias/2026/04/08/aprovado-novo-embaixador-do-brasil-na-jamaica
https://www12.senado.leg.br/noticias/materias/2026/04/08/togo-tera-novo-embaixador-do-brasil-luis-villafane
https://www12.senado.leg.br/noticias/materias/2026/04/08/indicado-para-embaixada-na-coreia-do-sul-e-confirmado-no-plenario
https://www12.senado.leg.br/noticias/materias/2026/04/07/senado-autoriza-reestruturacao-de-divida-de-mocambique-com-o-brasil
https://www12.senado.leg.br/noticias/materias/2026/04/07/plenario-do-senado-ratifica-acordo-que-protege-consumidores-no-mercosul
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